NORTHUMBRIA
BLOOD BIKES
June 2015 Newsletter

£2.50

(Nah, just kidding, still free)

Cover Photo: “Rays Ride Out” 23rd May:
Northumbria Blood Bikes provided two liveried
bikes for the event which raises money for
Alzheimers Society North East and Auckland Park
Hospital. The event is named after Ray, pictured
left, who is in the final stages of Alzheimers.
Main Photo: Andrew Menzies
Inset photo: used with permission from Jackie Gee.

Freeman Fun Run: 17th May
Madathlon bike “Claire” took up prime position next
to the registration tent (left), as we
provided an awareness stand at the
event marking its fifth anniversary.
There was plenty of interest / photos
and Aviva funding votes, and maybe a
few new riders recruited.
Thanks to Steve Rawlings, Graham
Mitchell and Jerry Trowbridge (right,
with one of the Bright Red volunteers).

THANK YOU for your support!

Voting closed at the end of last month, and we have made it through to the final in the Aviva
Community Fund Campaign, along with three other groups. Regardless of whether we win or lose,
we’ve seen fantastic support from Volunteers and supporters which has outweighed other bloodbike
group campaigns by several thousand votes. THANK YOU!
As soon as we have any more information, we’ll let you know. Schemes
like this can be a huge help to the charity, and they do work….. In
January we won £5000.00 from the Nationwide “Big Local” campaign
which also required voted from our supporters….. So please keep
participating in future promotions like the Aviva one. It’s a great way
to show your support without having to cost you more than a few
minutes of your time.
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Open Day, 23rd May:
It was a busy day for Madathlon bike “Bella”… first thing in the morning she
was one of the lead bikes for the Rays ride out (see front page), then after
that she made her way to Triumph to meet up with her twin “Claire”.
Volunteer John Parish and his wife Val
kindly used their own transport to take all
of the kit (Gazebo, banners, Mini-Motos,
buckets etc.) to the event, and as the above
picture shows, we were allowed to set up in
prime position outside the front of their
Newcastle store. This was the dealership
through which our two Triumph Trophy
Blood Bikes were originally supplied, and
the fact that we were able to purchase two
bikes instead of one was thanks to the
excellent discount they offered to us, so it
was a pleasure to display our liveried bikes
on their forecourt. Thanks as always to the
many NBB volunteers who attended this event, some of whom are
pictured above, and to those who called in to see us throughout the day!
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Saturday 16th May was our first ever visit to the
Blaydon Morrison’s store, raising funds and
awareness of the charity, and also gaining votes
for the Aviva Community fund. Pictured left is
our Chairman, Peter Robertson, with our black
Yamaha FJR “Bright Northumbria” – when the
store was at its quietest. Many thanks to the
staff at the store for making us welcome and
allowing us to spread the word and get some
votes!

On the very same day as the Blaydon event above,
we were also attending the Fastlane show in
Hexham. It was a joy to be treated to a fabulous
display of vehicles heading down the A69 and
passing the blood car, but perhaps a little
intimidating to be among some Porches, Ferraris,
Lamborghinis… with a Skoda! Pictured right: Nigel
Barlow after setting up for the start of the event.

Wednesday 20th May: Nigel Barlow
and Owain Harris spent the day at Eastlea Primary
School in Cramlington where they met the staff and
pupils. The bike was set up in the hall, together
with the two mini bikes, and the day was spent
doing presentations to every single class! The bikes
were popular with the pupils and staff alike, and
they were treated to school dinner!
The school made a very generous donation of £125-00 so
thanks to all the staff and pupils for supporting Blood bikes.
The day was a huge success and the children went home on
a high… We possibly came away with a potential new rider
as well.
After the event we received a card from everyone at the
school; “Thank You for helping to support our Science
Week!”
Story: Owain Harris / Nigel Barlow (pictured far right).
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The Gary Routledge Ride & Show

25/05/15

This annual event is organised by Dale Robinson and his family to remember his cousin Gary who passed
away far too early, taken by cancer. The event is the best way for his numerous friends and family to
remember him in a positive way and raise some funds charity too (GNAAS & Riders for Health).
This year’s event was attended by Niall
Mackenzie and his son Taylor (pictured left with
Ross MacKenzie). Many riders took an interest in
NBB and hopefully our vote count for the Aviva
Community Fund should increase some!
Thanks to Malcom Lonsdale (IAM NE rep) and
Debbie
TinyStar
Todd
for
representing
Northumbria Blood Bikes at the event, and for
helping to dish out the NBB & Aviva flyers!!
Story & Pics: Ross Mackenzie

The Buddy System is back!
The Buddy system is an aid to new members to give them a
professional and complete introduction to the role they have volunteered
for and to offer help and assistance in all aspects. The experienced “Buddy”
will be the first point of contact throughout their induction for any
questions or queries that may arise. The main benefit of the buddy system
is that newcomers learn more quickly from close and frequent contact with
an experienced volunteer than when operating alone.
How it works: Any new members volunteering to be a rider or driver will be contacted by the Buddy
coordinator shortly after joining, to offer the (optional) support of a buddy. If the member wishes, a
buddy will be allocated, and will then support the new recruit until they are confident in their role.
This could include: How to use the website, where to find the training videos, how to complete the
vehicle checks, how to use the rota system, how to fill in job recorders, accompanying them on
hospital/ambulance station familiarisation and much more.
Want a buddy? Or are you knowledgeable enough in your role to become one? Please contact the
coordinator, Steve Rawlings by email at Steverawl3@hotmail.co.uk, or give him a call on 07875080126.
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Cramlington Emergency Care: Big changes ahead!
The new emergency care
hospital will have:






A state-of-the art A&E dept.
Hi-tech diagnostics
Critical care
Short-stay paediatric unit
Consultant and midwifery-led
maternity unit

When complete this month, the Northumbria Specialist Emergency Care Hospital in Cramlington will
be the first in the country to house A&E consultants 24/7 and a range of specialist consultants seven
days a week. The hospital will treat seriously ill patients from across Northumberland and North
Tyneside, enabling them to be seen by the right specialist for their condition quickly in an effort to
improve clinical outcomes. It is also expected to bring a large increase in the amount of work that our
volunteers do each night, so we’ve been busy behind the scenes, gearing up for the challenge! There
have been two guided tours organised by Sean Storey, Hospital Liaison, so that our riders are familiar
with the collection & drop-off points. We’ve also added videos, a map, and sat-nav postcode
information to our website, so if you’re a volunteer, please familiarise yourself before you get a call!
You must be logged in (members only) to see the webpage: Members > Training materials > Locations.

4th June - Open meeting:

Thursday 4th June was the day of our open meeting in
Northumbria University. There was an excellent turn-out
of more than forty people, including two of the three
patrons we now have.
BBC Presenter Carol Malia (pictured right) and Professor
Bob Jarman both attended, introduced themselves, and
were each thanked for accepting the role of Patron for
us. The mandatory “Red Tape” was processed quickly and
efficiently, with a summary of our progress over the last
twelve months, some projections as to where we aim to
be in the months ahead, and a demonstration of the new
Andromeda Digital Radio system.
The third Patron was introduced,
although the appointment was too new
to arrange for her to attend. (Heidi
Mottram, CEO of Northumbrian Water).
The meeting finished (unusually!) on
time. Our next open meeting will be
the AGM in September; keep an eye on
our website for details of the date, time
and location. Hope to see you there!
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Gateshead to London by Bicycle – in just 3 days!
It takes a lot of bottle (or maybe just a little insanity?)
to decide to pedal from the Angel of the North to
London Kings Cross… Even more when the plan is to
do it all in three days! -That’s exactly what John
Overton, Darren Griffiths, Mark Hawes, Mark Shearin
and friends decided to do, in an effort to raise funds
for Northumbria Blood Bikes.

John’s donations page says “For three days starting on the 5th June 2015 a bunch of guys (from
now on known as "the idiots") will be riding pedal bikes from Newcastle to London, primarily just
to be able to say we did it, and if this inspires you to get on your bike and get out there,
brilliant.”
Northumbria Blood Bikes sent along a welcoming committee to see them off at the start of their
ordeal, with Jerry Trowbridge, Alan Ross and Ross Mackenzie on blood bikes, and Richard
Scholfield & Owain Harris along for additional support.

Day one was a 90 mile
journey from the Angel of
the North to York, leaving
at 8:30am.
Day
two,
York
to
Peterborough, was a longer
leg at 128 miles. The final
day was from Peterborough
to Kings Cross, at 85 miles.
They completed the ride,
within three days, and at
the time of writing they
have already raised over
£570.00 for us…. The total
is still rising.
Pictured right are six of
the brave riders getting
some welcome refreshment
at the end of day three.
Thank you so much, fellas!
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Sunday, 7th June: We were busy at Dobbies Garden Centre
in Birtley (see page 12), but still had enough time, and
luckily, resources, to attend the Great North Dog Walk, so
that this little fella (above and right) could try our bikes out
for size! The dog walk supported 26 good causes this year 20 dog charities and six human charities…. One of them
being Northumbria Blood Bikes!
They celebrated their 25th anniversary this year, and have
raised £5.2million for good causes since launching in 1990.
Many thanks to all the volunteers who attended and braved
the windy weather to represent our charity.

Owain pushing for Sainsbury’s:
Northumbria Blood Bikes were informed that we’ve been shortlisted
to be the chosen charity for Sainsbury's, Washington, next year: This
meant that Owain Harris (our publicity officer) had to do a 15 minute
presentation in front of a panel of store management…. 13 of them,
to pitch our cause as the ideal charity for the store to promote. He
only had 15 minutes, so this was a high-speed run through everything
- including 'Blood on Board'. There was a question and answer session
at the end, flyers and business cards were handed out, and Owain
thanked them for the opportunity to speak to them about our work.
A few hours later there was a response… We made the final 3
charities!! What happens now is similar to the Aviva campaign, we
need to get people to vote for us using all our social media skills and
connections such as Facebook, Twitter etc - or get them to come
into the store and vote for us. More details will follow shortly…
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The Northumbria Brick Show was held at Bede Tower,
Burdon Road, Sunderland on 29th & 30th May. It was a
celebration of all things LEGO-related, and we were in
attendance with a blood bike and some pull-up banners on
both days. There was speculation before we arrived as to
whether someone would attempt to build a bike for us, and
sure enough…(top right) it didn’t take long before someone
did!
Also, right, is a LEGO Blood-Biker, courtesy of
fundraising officer Graham Moor’s daughter, Christina. Over
the two days we raised around £140.00…. enough to fund
around five months of insurance for a blood bike. Well done
to all who attended over the weekend, and hopefully we will
be invited to similar events across the region in future…

Kirsty & Clair arrange
another charity night:
One thing is for certain….. nobody could deny
that the last charity night organised by Clair
Gray & Kirsty Lawrence was an outstanding
success. The event itself was followed by
nothing but praise from those who attended!
So much, in fact, that they have decided to
do it all over again in October, raiding funds
for the same two charities, “Bright Red” and
ourselves.
A £20 ticket gets you a fabulous 3-course
meal, and six hours of entertainment, from
Ellie Rae (Below) and a resident DJ. Tickets
are on sale now…. Hope you can be there!
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Saturday 6th June was our first attendance at the Family
Fun Day, for all the various uniformed services, held at
Consett Fire Station. Where are we? Well, if you look at the
photo above, our Gazebo is between the ambulance and the
fire engine in the middle of the picture.
There were plenty of volunteers throughout the day, and as
you would expect at an event full of fire engines and police
cars there were hundreds of kids wanting to clamber over
the blood bike.
There were plenty of attractions to keep kids amused too,
with a rock climbing wall, face painting, a mobile zoo
(inside a double decker bus!), police dogs, mock-up crime
scenes, quad bikes and much more.
The volunteers
managed to raise awareness, gain some donations, and a
few leads for people interested in volunteering….well done!
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Surtees Lodge presentation:
Following the very successful Open Day last month
at Bishop Auckland Fire Station, we returned
recently to be presented with a cheque for £568.00
from Surtees Lodge. Pictured (left to right) are our
volunteers Graham Moor, Len Potts, Andy Watson,
Phil Vaux, and Jim Forster from Surtees Lodge.
Many thanks, Jim, for your kind donation!

Green Token scheme wins:
On Wednesday 10th June we had two green
token cheques to collect on the same day.
Fortunately, we also had Geoff Spencer,
who kindly offered to ride to each store for
the presentations. Firstly, we had a £200.00
winners’ cheque to collect from Byker Asda.
Upon arrival he discovered there was an
additional two hundred and fifty pounds
cash donation! - Thank you very much Asda.
(They were also kind enough to promote us
on their “Green Room” staff website, too…)
Then back on the bike for a trip up the road
to Cramlington, where he was presented
with a £50.00 runner up cheque from the
Manor Walks ASDA store.
Both of these were the results of our
participation in the “Green token” schemes:
Not many people realise just how beneficial
these schemes can be to local charities!
We’ve been lucky enough to gain a lot of
money from these token schemes over
recent months and will continue to take part
in as many as we can in future. It’s an easy
way to make a big difference to our charity!

…and an anonymous benefactor!
Richard Scholfield, our treasurer, was lucky enough to collect two
cheques totalling £451.23, from a local company who have expressed
their wish to remain anonymous. We therefore respect their request,
but also take the opportunity to thank them for their generosity. I’m
fairly certain that this newsletter is read by some of their staff, so
we hope the benefactors are aware of our gratitude to them!
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Dobbies, Birtley: Sunday, 7th May
It’s clear to all that the summer weather has
brought a flurry of fundraising events…..with
many more to come over the next few
weeks. Dobbies Garden Centre event was at
the same time as the Great North Dog Walk,
but we still managed to get an excellent
turn-out of volunteers to support the event
and spread the word of our charity to a
relatively new audience. There was a steady
flow; we had lots of donations and two
riders wanted to join! There were enquiries
for talks, visits to schools, and all sorts of
other things besides. There were the usual
queues to get on the big and the little bike,
lots of photos were taken by all. It had been
a great day, we met some lovely people, and
to come away with two possible rider
enquiries was a huge bonus! Special thanks
has to go to Kirsty Lawrence for doing two
events in the same day, and to Paul Gilligan
and his wife, for his selfless delivering and
returning of the bike!
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FUTURE EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY:
Lots of things happening, and we need your help to support them! If you can help, even if only for
a couple of hours, please contact us….information is at the bottom of this page.
June
Saturday

13
June

Sunday

14
June

Sunday

14

ASDA, Gosforth 09:00 – 17:00.
Awareness stand & bucket collection in one of our regular venues.
Please help us if you can spare an hour or two...
Durham Regatta: Durham Riverside
The 182nd Durham Regatta….. and the very first for Blood Bikes!
We will be there all day from 08:00 until 16:00.
Morpeth Fair Day Sunday, June 14, 2015 - 09:00 to 17:00
A collection and Awareness stand all day, with a blood bike leading
the parade through the town! A great day out… come and join us!

June

June

June

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

26

27

28

Armed Forces Weekend (Sunderland)
Roker Recreation Ground, Sunderland SR6 8DB.
A full weekend of activities including parades, fairgrounds
etc. We’ll be there at various stages over the weekend…

June

Sainsburys Washington
This event has been cancelled due to a change of policy by Sainsburys.
But as you can see (above & below) we still need your help elsewhere!

June

Durham Auto Jumble 08:00 – 13:00
Mill House, Littleburn Industrial Estate, Langley Moor, Durham.
We’ll be there with a bike. All proceeds go to Northumbria Blood Bikes!

Saturday

27
June

Saturday

27
June

Sunday

28

More
June
here >>Emergency Services Event 10:00 – 16:00
Sunday
Darlington Community Fire Station DL1 5LN.
http://www.jonniejumble.co.uk/classic_car_events_and_shows/Durham_
More details to follow in due course,
Durham_Autojumble.shtml
keep an eye on our website / Facebook etc!

28

Ashington Fayre Day 2015 10:30 – 17:00
Ashington Town Centre. - Something for all tastes and ages including
live music, market stalls, fairground rides and street entertainment!
More here >>
http://www.jonniejumble.co.uk/classic_car_events_and_shows/Dur
www.northumbriabloodbikes.org.uk
FUNDRAISING HOTLINE:
ham_Durham_Autojumble.shtml
facebook.com/northumbriabloodbikes
twitter.com/northumbriabb
linkedin.com/company/2866951

07766 479 770

- for any opportunities to
increase our funding through
sponsorship, locations for
collecting tins, supermarket
events etc…
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