
• Hello My Name Is

• I’m a  Rider / Driver / Volunteer with Northumbria Blood Bikes

• Thanks for the opportunity to share our story with you 

• Straw Poll – “how many of you have heard of us or know what we do”
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We are a charity.  

When NHS couriers go home, hospitals used to rely on taxis or couriers to move 
urgent items out of hours.

We are not part of the NHS, or Blood Transfusion Service, but an independent 
charity.

Our charitable aim is to improve health and save lives.
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Only the North of Scotland is not covered.

A group is forming based in Aberdeen to cover the NE of Scotland

Of the 8 groups that are not members of NABB, many are working towards the 
standards required for membership
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Delivering to hospitals is the visible part of our service, our equivalent of a duck on 
the lake

Everything else is what it takes to enable the delivery service – paddling like mad 
under the water.
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The map outlines our region

It is more or less the medieval kingdom of Northumbria. (Originally it included North 
Yorkshire hence “North of the Humber Area”)

We can do relay runs with neighbouring groups.
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We are led to believe that just one of the Trusts in the North East saved over 
£50,000 last financial year as a result of NBB.
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Filtering is legal in the UK

We can use “no Car” or Bus lanes  except in Gateshead who don’t/won’t allow it.  In 
Newcastle we have dispensation for our cars to use the No-Car lanes in 
Emergencies
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At the time of the photo (Feb 2014) this represented the complete fleet of vehicles -
2 motorcycles

there are 31 people in the photo (plus two taking photos) that represented about 
90% of the membership at the time

Earlier this year we refreshed the group portraits.   

You can see the fleet has grown considerably

However, as it was the summer holiday period, we still only had around thirty 
members at the photoshoot – only now it represented between around 5% of the 
group.

Even these photos are already out of date – we’ve added another car, one of the 
bikes has been replaced.
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Update April 2016 

Eighteen lives have been saved as a result of air ambulances carrying blood on board, the 
charity has said.

The Great North Air Ambulance Service (GNAAS), which covers the North East, Cumbria and 
North Yorkshire, started the scheme in January 2015.

Since then, medics have performed 60 transfusions, a third of which were deemed to have 
been of critical importance to survival.

Many others have had their outcomes improved by having the intervention.

Update sept 2016 –

1250 coolboxes delivered: figures from from NBB records
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