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Photograph taken at Kielder Marathon

Back in September our team of 27 NBB runners, joined by 10 NABB runners,
took on the world’s biggest half marathon. Our team of runners not only
succeeded in their challenge but also raised a tremendous amount for NBB.
Final totals are still coming in but so far they’ve surpassed £10,000! A huge
well done to each runner for their achievement! We couldn’t be prouder to
have you on team #BloodBikesGNR
Look out for news on our places for next year’s GNR coming in the near
future. We have a limited amount available and they’re sure to go quickly
like in previous years.
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Another cracking weekend at The Bebside Inn with
the ‘Last of the Summer Claret’ raising £943.95.
Thank you to all those involved in the weekend!
Earlier in the year we saw our
second 360 challenged organized
by one of our own volunteers.
Another of our volunteers, Steve
Tullock, took part in the sponsored
challenge and raised a fantastic
amount. We’d like to thank Val
Garwood, (seen left with Steve),
who sponsored him for £500.
Don’t forget to look out for details
of the third year of the 360
challenge in the New Year.
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Relay run creates teamwork

Following a recent request from Northwest Human Milk Bank a relay run was
organised to transport breast milk from the donor in Tyne and wear down to Chester
milk bank.
This involved 3 blood bike groups; our volunteer Steve Rawlings collected from the
donor and met up with Martin Craggs from Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes, at
scotch corner, then he met up with Graham Beesley from Blood Bikes Manchester, at
Hartshead services, who took the package to Chester.
Providing
effective
and timely#TeamWork
transportation of #BloodBikesFamily
essential blood and medical#itswhatwedo
products
Many thanks to
all those
involved
Registered Charity Number 1166689

In September we were chosen to be joint recipients of a Motobike Festival event held at Park
View School. Volunteer rider, Frank Souslby, recently attended the cheque handover of
£1030, at North East Motorcycle shop. Many thanks to the team involved in this event!
A bit about the event:
Park View Motorbike Festival, Chester-le-Street, Durham.
On the 10th September 2017 Park view bike festival was held in Chester-le-street for the
second year running. The event was organised by Chris, Kyle and Kate Grimwood, a family of
bikers born and bred in the north east. This event was born from an idea by Kate Grimwood, a
sixth form pupil of Park view school, who came up with the idea of holding as Motorbike
festival in order for her and her friends to raise money for a school trip to Honduras. The
festival was a great success and was attended by over 200 bikers and families too. The bike
event brought bikers from as far as Middlesbourgh and Scotland. It put Chester-le-street on
the map for bikers. Bikers came to show their bikes in best in class competitions. There were
trophies for each category donated by local businesses. Over 400 bikers attended. It was a
chance to meet and talk to new people while raising money for charity. They had stalls and
entertainment from local businesses. There was entertainment such as treasure hunts and
face painting for the children to stalls selling crafts. There were refreshments for all with the
opportunity to meet and make new friends in the name of biking. It was family fun with
motorbikes at the heart. They decided to hold this again as there are few biker events held in
the north east. It seemed logical for the money raised to be given to a North East Charities.
They decided the
Great North Air Ambulance and Northumbria Blood bikes would be the
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£1030.00.

Thank you to the National Citizens Service, (NCS), Blyth group who
organised a vintage fair and raised £350 for us. Great work and
thank you!

We have been invited to hold a bag pack at Sainsbury’s, at Washington
Galleries, on Christmas Eve (Sunday 24th December 2017). It’s set to be
one of the busiest days of the year for shoppers stocking up their final
Christmas Day items who will surely need assistance with packing their
bags. If you can spare even an hour to help us man the checkouts
please register your attendance via the event on the website.
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We need your help simply by voting online for us to win £25K, from the Aviva
Community Fund, to provide a blood car for the winter months.
Click on the link, register or log in with Facebook and then vote – it’s a simple as that:
https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/17-4879
Whilst motorcycles are the main stay of our work, when the weather is cold, blood
can’t be carried on the back of a motorcycle as it crystalises. When ice / snow lays
afoot, motorcycles can be removed from service. In such situations, it is essential to
have a car available. Due to the high mileage of our vehicles, we need to replace one of
our cars, at a time when it is most cost efficient.
Everybody is allowed
to make 10 votes which would make a big difference to us and
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We recently announced that we have been accepted in The Evening Chronicle's Wish
Token campaign again for the second year. The first of the tokens will be issued in the
paper today, Wednesday 11th October 2017, through until Saturday 6th January 2018.
This is where we need you because the more tokens we collect the larger the share of the
money we will receive. The money we receive will go towards keeping our wheels turning
to save lives across the North East.
Four tokens will be printed a day but also watch out for bonus tokens too. Please spread
the word with your friends, family, colleagues and everyone you know that every token
counts!
If you know of any local businesses that would like a token collection box please contact
Kirsty Lawrence, our Publicity Officer, via publicity@northumbriabloodbikes.org.uk
Please send your tokens to: Northumbria Blood Bikes, C/O Kirsty Lawrence, 30 Sheridan
Drive, East Stanley, Co Durham, DH9 6YU.
We also have some local businesses and workplaces that have kindly supported us with
collection boxes. Please feel free to drop off tokens to:
Stanley Post Office, Maesfield News East Stanley, Shield Row Post Office, Tesco Consett
Genesis Extra, Tesco Hexham Extra, Tesco Durham Extra, Tesco Newcastle Kingston Park
Extra, Monsieur
Crepeeffective
Café High
Heaton,
Tescoof Sunderland
Extra,
TSB
Durham (Prince
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Bishop’s Shopping Centre), Northumbrian
Water, Unite the Union (Newcastle) and Asda
Benton.

This year the committee of Newcastle Musical Theatre Company kindly chose
Northumbria Blood Bikes as the charity they wish to support at their theatre shows.
Newcastle Musical Theatre Company are a charity themselves, as is the Theatre Royal,
so was a hat trick of charities working together.
Pat Smith, Chairman, Newcastle Musical said: “Each year Newcastle Musical Theatre
Company supports a local or national charity and this year Northumbria Blood Bikes is
the beneficiary. Not only is the dedication of these volunteers astounding but their work
has saved countless lives across the region.
It is a real privilege for us to be able to
contribute in this small way to ensure that
they can keep their bikes on the road and
continue this essential service. - Pat Smith,
Chairman, Newcastle Musical Theatre
Company.”
Volunteer rider Frank Soulsby graciously
accepted a cheque
for £3,500 from the
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Updates from the Committee:
Geoff Spencer (Training Officer)
New riders since last newsletter - Graham Shields, Geoff Potts, Jeff Ormston, Ria Burnett,
Neil Hunter, Tiger Taylor, Steve Monks, Jason Cooper and John Mackenzie.
New Drivers - Richard Marshall, Jack Duckworth, Geoff Potts, Gary Pillians, Dave McDonald,
Andie Whiterspoon, Steve Laws, David Draper, David Obrien, John Pacitti, Lorna
Woodward, Mark Tanner, Richard Dobson, Jamie Hayhurst, John McKenzie and Gary Tait.
Annual assessment rides - John Dixon Dawson, Steve Rawlings, Alan Springhall, Phil
Roberts, John Mcquade, Ronnie Paton, Rob Wilks, Jonathan Dixon, Adam Morris, David
Draper, Ken Kelly, Mark Tanner, Stevie Brian, Jerry Trowbridge, Michael Thompson,
Benedikt Schlosser and Mike Briant.
Annual Assessment drives - Alan Ross, Jo Moor, Mike Briant and Benedikt Schlosser .
Rob Wilks (Membership Secretary)
We had 7 new members join us last month who have volunteered for the following areas:
2 fundraising, 4 as riders, 3 drivers and 1 controller.
Monty Burton (Treasurer)
October sees the demise of the old £1 coin. Thanks to those folks who managed to collect
tins in time for banking. The door is not quite closed for banking so please do not turn
down any old coins. Our thanks to Nigel Barlow and his team for a splendid steady income
from talks. From next month we will be able to give Thank You receipts on the spot, more
often, using new Receipt Books designed for this purpose, and available from the Treasurer.
Brian Slassor (Secretary)
I would like to remind everyone that our next open meeting will be on Thursday 14th
December, at 7pm, held at: Northumbrian Water, Northumbria House, Abbey Road, Pity
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Alan Johnson (Fleet Manager)
One new bike on the way paid for by EGGER’s fundraising which will be operational
early next year.
Mileage of new vehicles into the fleet this year;
Dobbies (FJR)15250 as at the end of Oct
Warkworth (FJR) 10000 as at the end of Oct
North Star (Juke) 6500 as at the end of Oct
Overall NBB mileage including the BOB car 930,000 miles
Graham Moor (Fundraising Officer)
5 events attended in October and 3 events to attend in November.
4 cheque handovers in October and 2 cheque handovers to attend in November.
Some selected donations from October:
Kielder Marathon - Kielder Half Marathon 139.68,
Barrisford Arms Marrow Show - Marrow show £500.00
Alwinton Show £132.58
Tesco Bishop Auckland £198.96
Stormin the Castle £408.07
Shildon Show - Shildon Show 18 £55.94
Shildon Show – Donation £14.19
Egger Employees - GNR Charaity run £93.90
Great North Dog Walk £67.00
Ewesley Rd. Fellowship £600.00
Whitley Chapel Young Farmers £300.00
Jive Alive - Proceeds Dance Group £300.00
TSB Durham Charity of the Year payment £100.00
Mrs Bryant - Funeral Mr Bryant £1,132.00
Fred Holiday Butchers - Collecting Tin £14.80
Fish Nets Greenside - Collecting Tin £37.34
Jaguar Car Club - Collecting Tins £26.70
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Steve Rawlings (Rota Manager)
I'm delighted to say that once again I can report that the rota seems to fill up without too
much pestering from myself, Chris, or Suzi. It's a credit to all riders, drivers, controllers,
speakers, and fundraisers, (have I missed anyone) that this is the case. The commitment
shown by everyone is nothing short of amazing, and without you, we wouldn't be able to
provide the service we do.
As the colder weather approaches we enter the time of "suspensions of blood on bikes"
and to keep the service running we have to put even more pressure on the drivers to
ensure we keep the blood flowing. Every shift now needs at least one car on duty in case
suspension is in force, so can I ask all drivers to keep a close eye on the rota, and on the
weather forecasts. Riders that are also qualified drivers can switch to a car at any point in
time during your shift.
In past years we have managed quite well, lets hope this year isn't an exception.
Many thanks to everyone who has had their name on the rota, no matter what role you fill,
as a charity we value your support and efforts, and on behalf of the rota team I would like
to say a HUGE thank you, and keep it up!
Details of suspension of bikes can be found on our website (members only – login required)
> Library > Policies and Procedures > Procedure for the use of Cars and Suspension of
Service due to Weather Conditions (document reference ROTA001)
Kirsty Lawrence (Publicity Officer)
8 talks were held in October and 5 are being held in November. We are looking for
somebody to help us develop talks suitable to give to younger audiences. If you have a
background of working with children and would like to help please contact me on the email
address below.
Due to the growing work that goes into producing each newsletter I have one small request
to assist with the process – please send any photographs and information (text to be
included) from events, talks or anything else you would like to see included in the
newsletter to my email address: publicity@northumbriabloodbikes.org.uk
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FUTURE EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY:
Lots of things happening, and we need your help to support them! If you can help, even if only
for a couple of hours, please contact us….information is at the bottom of this page. NBB
members can register their attendance for most of these events on our website (login required).
November
Saturday

18

th

St Mary’s Church, Holywell 10:30 until 15:30
(Full details on the event calendar login and volunteers required)

December
Saturday

2

nd

Induction Meeting 09:00 to 12:00 (NEW location – please see events calendar for details)
Introduction to NBB for new members (Register your attendance via our website, login required, Members
> Forms > Register to Induction Session)

December

December

Saturday

Saturday

9

th

10

th

Gateshead Fell Cricket Club Christmas Fayre 10:00 until 17:00 and 10:00 until 16:00
(Full details on the event calendar login and volunteers required)

December
Saturday

9

th

Durham Indoor Bowling Coffee Morning 10:00 until 13:00
(Full details on the event calendar login and volunteers required)

December
Thursday

14th

NBB Open Meeting 19:00 until 21:00
Northumbrian Water, Northumbria House, Abbey Road, Pity Me, Durham, DH1 5FJ.
(Please remember to sign in at reception).

December
Sunday

24th

Sainsbury’s Washington Galleries Bag Packing 10:00 until 16:00
(Full details on the event calendar login and volunteers required)

www.northumbriabloodbikes.org.uk

FUNDRAISING HOTLINE:

facebook.com/northumbriabloodbikes

0191 364 3113

twitter.com/northumbriabb
linkedin.com/company/2866951

- for any opportunities to increase
our funding through sponsorship,
locations for collecting tins,
supermarket events etc…
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