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This was Andy Denhams first shift,
hope it was a good one Andy.

New Members & reassessments November 2018
Rob Wilks, Membership Secretary, reported:
We had 19 new members join us last month who have volunteered for
the following areas:
3 fundraising
9 riders,
12 drivers
6 controllers.

Membership renewal notice
To all Northumbria volunteers, (members) please keep a lookout for
the annual membership renewal.
This will be sent out in the next few weeks, thanks.

Geoff Spence, Training officer, reported:
Geoff and the training team have had a busy time with new riders, new
drivers and the reassessment of existing riders and drivers, the list is as
follows:
New riders = 3
New drivers = 4
Bike reassessments = 12
Driver reassessments = 7

Donations

Good news for Jason Cooper. After a short break from work, upon his
return, Jason was presented with a £500 donation from Bob Elsey, of
Robert Elsey Conservation Specialist. Bob has recently completed the
short cycle ride from Land’s end to John o’ Groats. Not bad for a 70
year old. Although this wasn't a sponsored ride, he felt that he
wanted to donate something to a worthy cause, and after hearing
about what we do, and all for free, Bob decided to gift NBB this lovely
amount.
Thanks again Bob from all at NBB.

Revenants MCC Donation

Revenants MCC Donation
When we first found out that the Revenants MCC were holding a fundraising
night for the Great North Air Ambulance and our charity we had no idea how
successful it was going to be. Their hard work paid off with a great night had
by all those who attended. We certainly appreciate the efforts that went into
supporting not only us but also a charity we work closely with.
Dave Makepeace, Secretary for Revenants MCC, said:
“As a relatively new motorcycle club Revenants MCC were looking for a
worthwhile cause to raise funds for. As all long term bikers, and due in part
to our own personal ties, we decided that both the Great North Air Ambulance and Northumbria Blood Bikes would be the Charities chosen.
Being our first ever charity night we were so apprehensive how the night
would turn out and whether it would be a success or not.
We were totally blown away by the support given both on the night and in
preparation for it.
Loads of local business, friends and family, any contact we could think of,
came forward with loads of donations to the club for the raffle ran on the
night. The venue was donated from Nelson Village Club and the live music
set on the night by “the Neutronz” was also donated.
The place was packed out. We were stunned by the fabulous support from
the community and the North East Coalition of Motorcycle clubs.
We were absolutely over the moon to have raised, a total of £1130, and are
proud to be supporters of two charities so close to our hearts.”
Well done and thankyou to Revenants MCC.

Donation from the Nothumberland Masonic order of the OSM

Amazing support from the Northumberland Masonic Order of the
OSM whose £500 donation to Northumbria Blood Bikes has been
match funded by the OSM Benevolent Fund so fellow blood biker Jeff
Ormston and I have just received £1,000 - as well as a lovely lunch.
Volunteering does have benefits!

NABB
A photo from the stand at the Motorcycle Live show at the NEC
which includes Bill Deacon (one of our very own volunteers)

Talk at Low Gate W.I.

Ian Muirhead reports:
Picture from the talk with the ladies of Low Gate WI, including our
very own Shelagh Carter - who made an exceedingly nice chocolate
cake. (Can you sense a theme? We think our volunteers love a good
cake)

Newsletter article from Steven Laws

Back in June myself, my son and my brother took part in a charity car rally from
Dover to Benidorm taking in fun challenges on the way there to raise money
for Northumbria Blood Bikes.
We arrived safely with no mechanical issues and managed to raise £3500 for
our charity .
Planning has started for next years event with a car already purchased with a
local garage willing to do some work on it for free, if anybody’s employer
would like to sponsor us they are more than welcome to put some advertising
on the car for the event .Last years event had 160 cars entered and most
finished with everyone having a great adventure.

Newsletter article from Steven Laws

Dene Circle awareness talk

Picture from an awareness talk, on Friday 30th with the ladies of The
Dene Circle, St George's UR Church and kindly donated a speakers fee
of £35 to NBB.
Thank you to the ladies of Dene circle.

Tesco Consett Bags of help

News was received that NBB were extremely successful with the
Tesco Consett bags of help voting during September, and October.
We came first in the vote and will be receiving:

£4000
Fantastic news again, from our third Tesco blue token voting. Each of
the grants that NBB has received will go towards funding new bikes
for next year.
This achievement is something that the NBB should be extremely
proud of. Its wonderful to know that the support that NBB has in the
community is amazing and grows with each shift, talk or publicity
event we do.
Thank you not only to Tesco but to every single
customer who voted for us!

Forthcoming events and talks

Saturday 1st. Dec.
Homebase
Hexham. NBB
charity event

Sunday 2nd Dec.
Talk. Province of
Northumberland.
OSM

Saturday 8th Dec.
Marks & Spencer
Arnison

Saturday 8th Dec.
Copt hill Fayre.

Wednesday 12th Dec.
Talk.
Conside Lodge.

Thursday 13th Dec.
Open meeting
Greenside social
club.

Saturday 15th Dec.
NBB volunteer
Christmas Party.

Wednesday 19th Dec.
Talk.
Lymphona Action.

To our volunteers: if you can help, even for only a couple of
hours, please register your attendance on our events calendar
via our website.

Our newest additions to the fleet.

We welcomed our newest addition to the fleet in replacement of our
kangoo which unfortunately suffered a serious mechanical problem.
We have purchased a Skoda Octavia Scout, this is a used ambulance
responder vehicle, which will be our second automatic car in the fleet.
This will put us back to a full compliment of cars in preparation for the
winter months ahead. After some small graphic changes, such as green
to orange, we expect her to slot straight into our operational fleet.

Our newest additions to the fleet.

The new Skoda Scout
and another
automatic.

BMW Primula.
Our newest additions to the fleet.

BMW Primula.
Our newest additions to the fleet.
The newest addition to the Northumbria Blood Bike’s fleet was
purchased with a £15,000 grant from Primula.
The bike, which has been named Primula, will be going into operational
service this weekend helping to save lives across the North East.
Primula is part of the charitable Kavli Trust and each year the famous
squeezy cheese company donates its profits to local, national and
international charities and causes. Last year, Northumbria Blood Bikes
was one of three local charities nominated by staff members at its
Team Valley site to receive a donation.
Paul Lewney, managing director at Kavli UK, said: “Every tube of
Primula Cheese that consumers buy helps us create value that we can
give away to support good causes - it is at the heart of everything that
Kavli and Primula does. Also being able to support local causes as we
do and see the difference it will make first-hand really makes all of the
hard work put in by all colleagues at Primula worthwhile.”
“Northumbria Blood Bikes is an incredibly worthy cause and we know
that the new bike will be used daily to help the charity to continue to
deliver its invaluable work.”
Kirsty Lawrence, Publicity Officer for Northumbria Blood Bikes, said:
“Over the winter months we do see an increase with the demand for
our service so this bike will go straight into our operational fleet this
weekend. This bike will go immediately on to the front line potentially
saving hundreds of lives of people in the North East. On behalf of
Northumbria Blood Bikes I would like to say a big thank you to all those
involved who enabled us to have this opportunity.”

Our newest additions to the fleet.

Our newest additions to the fleet.

The other night marked a momentous personal achievement, for one
of our incredible volunteers, and all of us in the Northumbria Blood
Bike family are so proud his accomplishment.
Fourteen months ago we received the devastating news that Ross
MacKenzie had unfortunately suffered a stroke whilst on holiday in
Australia. After spending time receiving intensive rehabilitation, in
the land down under, he then returned to the UK where he has continued on this road to recovery with positive determination.
During this time he has not allowed himself to be disheartened from
volunteering with our charity. Ross has undertaken training to return
to our operational team as a blood bike driver. A year after his stroke
Ross gained his advanced drivers qualification. A remarkable feat and
it is truly inspirational to all those who are currently facing their own
battles. Whenever you find yourself doubting how far you can go, just
remember how far you have come!
Congratulations Ross! We are proud to have you as part of our team
and Blood Bike family.
#inspiring #BloodBikes #makeadifference

Would you like to become a member of a very
dedicated team of volunteers.
We are currently looking for people to fill a few of our
volunteer roles. If your interested please contact,
www.northumbriabloodbikes.org.uk/support/volunteer.
Shift controller - you will work from home answering calls from
hospitals and passing them on to our riders and drivers. You
will keep track of the riders, making sure they have reached
their destination and made it back to base safely. Calls are
automatically diverted to your number when you are on shift.
Volunteer riders - using our liveried bike you will collect and
deliver blood or other important medical supplies to and from
hospitals. You will need to have (or obtain) an advanced riding
qualification. However, there are plenty of opportunities to get
involved while you get trained up.
Volunteer drivers - using our liveried car, you perform the same
role as the rider, but when the weather is below a certain
temperature or it is unsafe to ride, the car is used. The same
requirement exists to have an advanced driving qualification,
and the car will be used for attending fundraising or publicity
events, potentially towing an exhibition trailer.
To find out more or to sign up as a volunteer please visit:
www.northumbriabloodbikes.org.uk/support/volunteer
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From our
very own
George Laws.

I recently entered the Carole Nash Motofoto 2018 competition and came in second. I
had to go down to the NEC last week and pick up the prize, a Shoe helmet worth
£600, and meet Jonathan Rea and Leon and Ron Haslam. I also received a signed
copy of Jonathan’s biography. Not bad out of 750 entrants. I told them about blood
bikes and that I was a rider. They also paid for my hotel for the night, which I
thought was fantastic on its own. I would like to thank all those that voted for me.

www.northumbriabloodbikes.org.uk
facebook.com/northumbriabloodbikes
twitter.com/northumbriabb
linkedin.com/company/2866951

FUNDRAISING HOTLINE:

0191 364 3113
- for any opportunities to increase
our funding through sponsorship, locations for collecting tins, supermarket events etc…

